
Objective: Within the framework of the monthly meetings of the Regional Food Security and Nutrition Working Group for West Africa, it 
has been agreed that, in a humanitarian perspective, FAO and WFP provide the group with highlights on the food security situation of the 
previous month.  
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 Continued deterioration of the food situation of displaced populations in the Lake Chad basin. 

 Increased number of displaced people in Nigeria and Mali. 

 Continuation of the recession and off-season crops activities in most areas of the region. 

 Cereal supplies are deemed generally satisfactory in the region.  

 
Recession and off-season agricultural activities will generate income for households practicing these modes of  

production. The pastoral situation remains generally favorable despite the beginning of the deterioration of water 

levels and reduced grass cover. 

In the Lake Chad Basin, the food situation of the population in the sub-prefectures of Liwa and Daboua (Chad) is 

concerning. The displaced have lost much of their resources because they were forced to abandon their farms, 

livestock and fishing equipment when fleeing. Host communities are also vulnerable, sharing their food stocks 

(from fishing, agriculture or livestock), and sometimes their land with the displaced. Moreover, the price of       

commodities in the market have increased with the arrival of the displaced. 

The results of the joint assessment of markets conducted in the month of February 2016 show that the grain supply 

levels are deemed generally satisfactory in all basins of the region and have improved compared to last year. 

Grain prices have generally fallen, particularly corn, while other food products have fluctuated differently          

depending on the product or the country. Demand is still low compared to the previous years. The current       

availability at the household and trader levels suggest a regular and constant supply until the lean season.       

However, with the gradual reduction of household stocks, demand will be higher in markets from April, though this 

will not disrupt the functioning of markets.  

In the three Ebola-affected countries, market supply has improved compared to the Ebola period, but the market 

activity is still low compared to the pre – crisis period. 

 Continue to monitor the food and nutritional security situation in the Lake Chad basin; 

 Continue to monitor the food and nutritional security situation in the countries with a substantial 

food deficit in the 2015-2016 crop year, including Chad; 

 Advocate for funding for food and nutrition security projects mentioned in the HRP 2016; 

 Raise awareness among partners to participate in Cadre Harmonisé workshops in West Africa/

Sahel. 
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 2015-2016 Agro-pastoral Campaign 

Ongoing off-season campaign and cash crops marketing 

The 2015-2016 agricultural season continues in the region 

with final harvest and dry cereal threshing and final harvest  

operations of the main rice season. Off-season agricultural 

production and cash crops marketing (groundnuts and cotton) 

are taking over. The agricultural situation is characterized by 

the pursuit of gardening activities, flood recession crops and 

rice dry season in 2016 in most areas of the region where these 

production methods are possible. In Niger, there is intense  

gardening activities with a strong involvement of women and 

youth and lower onion prices in Agadez. (Afrique Verte) 

Overall, livestock conditions still allow supply of herds despite 

degrading grass cover and watering conditions. Livestock’s 

body conditions and the level of animal production are       

satisfactory. In the area of Agadez (Niger), the pastoral situation 

is characterized by a relatively good fodder availability, lower 

prices for small ruminants (sheep and goats) and an increase of 

prices for large ruminants (cattle, camels). (Afrique Verte) 

Desert Locust breeding is still in progress in northern Mauritania 

and in adjacent areas of Western Sahara where locusts formed 

small groups of adults and, to a lesser extent, hoppers. Ground 

control operations have increased in both areas. Although 

breeding is likely to continue during the month of March and 

cause a further increase in locust numbers and the formation of 

hopper and adult groups, the situation is expected to remain 

under control. As temperatures increase, low to moderate  

numbers of adults could move to spring breeding areas south 

of the Atlas Mountains in Morocco and Algeria. 

The outbreak of H5N1 avian influenza continues to spread in 

Nigeria and new outbreaks have also been observed in Côte 

d'Ivoire during the month of January 2016. As of February 5, 

2016, Nigeria has seen 42 new outbreaks (Figure 1) raising the 

total number of outbreaks to 611 and 2.6 million birds were 

culled as of February 05, 2016.  

 

 

 

In Côte d'Ivoire, the number of outbreaks reached 50 with 16 

new cases reported in the month of January, 2016 in Abidjan 

and in the province of Comoé (Cascades Region). No human 

cases have been recorded so far. (FAO) 

 

Figure 1: Spread of H5N1 avian influenza in poultry 

from December 2014 to 03 February, 2016  

Source: FAO 

 Population movements situation in the region 

Slight increase in the number of displaced persons around the West Africa and Sahel Region 

The total number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) related 

to Malian and Nigerian crisis has slightly increased with about 

nearly 2.6 million people. The total number of refugees from 

these two crises amounted to 321 375 persons. The 

humanitarian situation around the Lake Chad basin is still 

worrying and according to the Cadre Harmonisé (CH) analysis 

results on November 2015, more than 7 million people will be 

in crisis during the lean season period (June-August 2016) in 

Niger, Nigeria and Chad. 

In Nigeria, the last IOM Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) 

from February 2016 shows a slight increase in the number of 

internally displaced persons (2 241 484 IDPs) compared to the 

last round of December 2015 (2 151 979). This increase is 

mainly due to the identification of new IDPs in Borno State. In 

addition to the relocation from Adamawa to Borno organised 

by the Government and its partners during the last months, 

Boko Haram attacks have continued in some parts of Borno 

and returnees from neighbouring countries have led to an 

increase in the number of displaced persons identified in 

Maiduguri, the capital of the State. 

The number of Nigerians returnees has increased from 335 

333 in December 2015 to 389 224 people in February 2016 

because of improving security and economic conditions in their 

region of origin. IOM 

http://nigeria.iom.int/sites/default/files/dtm/01_IOM%20DTM%20Nigeria_Round%20VIII%20Report_20160229.pdf
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In Chad, the persistent insecurity in the region of Lake Chad 

and attacks of January 31, 2016 in the Hajer-Lamis region 

caused new population displacements. Thus, more than        

56 000 people spread over 22 sites have been moved in the 

sub-prefectures of Daboua and Liwa. These displaced persons 

are without resources for their daily needs, because many had 

to abandon their farm, livestock or fishing equipment during 

their escape. Host communities are also vulnerable, sharing 

their food stocks (from fisheries, agriculture or livestock), and 

sometimes their lands with the displaced people. Moreover, 

prices of food commodities on the market increased with the 

arrival of internally displaced persons. OCHA 

In Mali, following the security incident that occurred between 9 

and 23 February 2016 in the town of Menaka (Gao region) 

registration and assessment operations carried out by the 

Direction Nationale du Social Development (DNDS) from 21 to 

23 February 2016, indicate an increase in the number of 

people displaced in Mali. Up from 49 883 internally displaced 

persons (IDPs) in January 2016 (report January 2016 DTM), the 

number of IDPs in the country now stands at 52 163 people. 

DTM 

In the north of the country, the security incidents still force 

populations to seek refuge in neighbouring countries including 

Niger where the number rose from 56 012 in late December 

2015 at 58 743 in end January 2016. Thus, the total number 

of Malian refugees in the countries of receptions (Burkina Faso, 

Niger and Mauritania) went from 140 776 in December 2015 

to 143 321 in January 2016. UNHCR 

 Population movements situation in the region (continued) 

Slight increase in the number of displaced persons around the West Africa and Sahel Region 

 Trends on international markets  

The FAO Food Price Index began 2016 by a further decline 

Food consumption in the majority of countries in West Africa 

and the Sahel depends in part on imports of commodities 

(especially rice and wheat) whose prices are traded on 

international markets.  

The FAO Food Price Index (FFPI) averaged 150.4 points in 

January 2016, down almost 3 points (1.9 percent) from 

December and as much as 29 points (16 percent) below 

January 2015. The prices of all the commodities tracked by the 

Index fell, with sugar and dairy products registering the steepest 

declines. 

The FAO Cereal Price Index averaged 149.1 points in January, 

down 2.5 points (1.7 percent) from December 2015. Ample 

global supplies, increased competition for export markets and a 

strong US dollar continued to weigh on international wheat and 

maize prices, with the US maize quotations falling to multi-year 

lows. 

In January, world rice prices showed difficulties in forming a 

general trend. In Thailand, they were firmer as well as in India 

and Pakistan, due to a scarce exportable supply. However, 

prices fell down again in Vietnam and the United States, to 

allow reactivating foreign sales. In the Mercosur export prices 

also continued to fall due to the appreciation of the dollar 

against national currencies. World prices begin this year at the 

lowest level since the 2008 crisis, but the trend could be 

reversed with the return of major world importers to the market. 

Unfavorable weather conditions and the contraction of rice 

areas, caused by low prices, have had a negative impact on 

global production and increased import demand. For now, 

forecasts of world trade indicate a level comparable to 2014, 

around 45.5 million tons, but this could be enhanced in the 

coming Months. InterRice 

Figure 2: FAO Food Price Index  

Source: FAO 

http://reliefweb.int/report/chad/tchad-impact-de-la-crise-nig-riane-dans-la-r-gion-du-lac-rapport-de-situation-n-11
http://fscluster.org/sites/default/files/documents/sitrep-dtm_dnds_10.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/SahelSituation/country.php?id=501
http://www.infoarroz.org/portal/uploadfiles/20150205105037_15_ia0115fr.pdf
http://www.fao.org/worldfoodsituation/foodpricesindex/fr/
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 Market trends in West Africa 

Satisfactory availability particularly in the Western and Central Basin 

In January 2016, joint missions lead by CILSS reported the 

following preliminary findings: 

In the western basin, grain supply levels are satisfactory on all 

markets as the overall cereal production (8.16 million tons) 

increased by over 20 percent compared to last year (6.79 

million tons) and the five year average (6.63 million tons). 

Cereal availability has improved over recent years in all 

countries particularly for local rice. In the three Ebola-affected 

countries, a real stimulus was observed and market supply has 

improved compared to the Ebola period, but the market activity 

is still low compared to the pre – crisis period. Demand remains 

generally moderate and currently close to usual levels.  

Grain prices in the western basin vary between low and stable 

compared to last year and their average except in Mauritania 

and Gambia (Figure 3) where prices of basic cereals are higher 

than their average. Trends in higher prices of imported rice 

were also noted in Liberia because of the decline of the 

currency against the US dollar. In general, in countries affected 

by Ebola, grain prices are broadly stable compared to the prior 

period Ebola. 

In the central basin, cereal production (19.86 million tons) 

increased by nearly 10 percent compared to the previous year 

(18.24 million tons) and availability was satisfactory in markets 

of Burkina Faso and Mali and average in Togo, Ghana and 

Côte d’Ivoire. Cereal offer is dominated by maize, millet, 

sorghum, rice and local cash crops. The demand for local grain 

is generally low which leads to poor market activity. While in 

some areas this is the result of good yields, in others it is linked 

to the fact that households’ diet is diverse and more oriented 

towards the consumption of imported goods including rice, 

wheat and deriving processed products but also fruits and 

vegetables. 

In the Eastern basin meanwhile, which still faces a serious 

security crisis, trade flows are hindered around Lake Chad, the 

supply of cereals but also of cattle is declining because of a 

poor harvest and a poor animal body conditions. Demand is 

disturbed by population displacements and rising of foods 

prices. 

Figure 3: Comparison (in %) of grain prices in January (December) in 2016 compared to the five-year average - Maize, 

Millet, Rice Imported, Local Rice and Sorghum 

Source: WFP 
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 Food Security Impact 

In Mauritania, crops and average to good pastoral conditions reduce food insecurity but with pockets of marked    
vulnerability  

The joint assessment of markets and food security confirms 

good food availability in the trade basin center, reinforced by 

vegetable production which is experiencing a renewed interest 

wherever possible in the country. As a consequence, the 

markets are flooded with the supply of tomato, cabbage, carrot, 

eggplant, onion, all of which will help improve the income of 

many households and daily menu. 

Thus, availability, diversity of agricultural products and price 

stability mitigate household difficulties of access to food, 

especially the poorest. However, in several risk areas, some 

households already depend on markets since October 2015. 

In Mali, in addition to these market assessment missions, WFP 

and its partners conducted a national survey to update the 

situation of food and nutrition security. The preliminary results 

of this survey show that 27 percent of households are food 

insecure, including 3 percent in the severe form. 

Compared to September 2015, there is a weakening of the 

food security situation of households and significant disparities 

between different regions, circles and livelihood zones. (WFP 

Mali, ENSAN February 2016) 

For the first time in Sierra Leone, the government and its 

partners organized a CFSVA (Comprehensive Food Security & 

Vulnerability Analysis) which rich analysis of food security and 

nutrition indicators at the Chiefdom level, the smallest 

administrative unit of government of the country. A total of 34 

328 households were surveyed. Preliminary results of the survey 

indicate that 49.8 percent of households are food insecure, 

including 8.6 percent severe food insecurity. These results 

compared to those of the CFSVA 2010 (Period before Ebola) 

show a deterioration of the food situation, which showed that 

45 percent of households are food insecure. The most affected 

districts are Kailahun (71 percent), Pujehun (69 percent), 

Kambia (67 percent) and Tonkolili (64 percent). 

The Ebola Virus disease had a major impact on access to food 

and livelihoods. Faced with food shortages, households are 

using coping strategies such as reducing non-food expenditures 

on health/education, spending savings, borrow money or food, 

begging, etc. (WFP Sierra Leone, CFSVA September-October 

2015) 

In Mauritania, relatively good agro-pastoral conditions this year 

and the many different humanitarian distributions (food 

distributions, setting up of outpatient nutritional rehabilitation 

centers for moderate acute malnutrition), the intervention of 

international NGOs and government contributions (EMEL 

shops, free food distributions) have improved the food and 

nutrition situation of the population affected by past crises. 

Despite these actions, quite noticeable pockets of vulnerability 

remain in many parts of the country including the agro-pastoral 

areas (Gorgol, Brakna, Assaba, Inchiri Tagant and Adrar).  

Indeed, the difficult conditions of the past lean season 

(indebtedness, loss of livestock, etc.) have not allowed 

households (especially the poor) to improve and rapidly 

recovery their livelihoods. 

According to the results of the Cadre Harmonisé held in 

November 2015, nearly 520 000 people will be food insecure  

by the next lean season if no action is taken to support these 

vulnerable populations. (WFP Mauritania, Newsletter on food 

security - February 2016) 



 Mark your calendars ! 
 

  

 Workshops of Cadre Harmonisé (CH) Analysis: 

 Sahel countries: 07 - 12 March 2016 

 Cabo Verde: 15 - 20 February 2016 

 Burkina Faso: 22 - 26 February 2016 

 Mali: 14 – 19 March 2016 

 Regional synthesis of CH in Accra (Ghana): 21 - 26 March 2016; 

 PREGEC meeting, Accra (Ghana): 29 - 31 March 2016; 

 RPCA meeting, Paris (France): 13 - 15 April 2016; 

 Training on market analysis tools in Niger: March 28 to April 1st, 2016     

organized by the CaLP; 

 Training on level 2 in Burkina Faso: 11 - 15 April 2016 organized by the 

CaLP. 

Food Security 
Information in West Africa 

www.wfp.org/food-security  

WFP Regional Bureau Dakar 
VAM Unit   

rbd.vam@wfp.org  

www.fao.org/emergencies/crisis/sahel/en/ 
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